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A follow-up to this story is available here.

A video cued to JQP today by several airmen at Travis Air Force Base chronicles a physical confrontation
between a group of uniformed airmen and a retired member of the community. Whatever happened here,
it turned an important family ceremony into a disgraceful spectacle.

In the 50-second clip, which was reportedly taken at the retirement ceremony for Master Sergeant Chuck
Roberson of the 749th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, three NCOs — including an unnamed Chief
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Master Sergeant — apprehend retired Senior Master Sergeant Oscar Rodriguez, reportedly a former
Honor Guard member respected by many in the squadron, and remove him from the ceremony.
Rodriguez had reportedly been invited there by Roberson to give a presentation.

As participants in the ceremony fold a flag, we see an NCO approach a man in a suit — apparently
Rodriguez — standing behind a member of the color guard in a business suit. They seem to be exchanging
words, though the exchange is inaudible. At some point, Rodriguez begins reciting a prepared
presentation about the flag and is then physically forced away from the procecedings by the NCO, who is
soon joined by two others. Rodriguez continues his recitation, raising his voice higher as he is removed
continually further away. He can be heard bellowing out his words from a distance as he is presumably
ejected from the premises.

Take a look:

sically removed from retirement ceremony

|42t

Some are saying the incident is a result of “bad blood™ going back some years between Rodriguez and the
current commanding officer of the 749th. That commander is said to have barred Rodriguez from the
ceremony, and ordered that he be removed after showing up anyway. There is undoubtedly much more to

the story on all sides than meets the eye.

A public post on a Facebook page under the name “John Huffington,” apparently made by a friend of the
man retiring, offered the following as it shared a copy of the video:
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“This is disturbing at my friend['s] retirement today and the gentlemen that you are
going to see in the video gets assaulted as a guest of my friend. He speaks the words of
the color and strip{es] as they fold the flag. The squadron commander and Oscar have
issues from ycars ago [and] the commander said he did not want him in the building
nor saying the words to the flag. Remember he is my friends guest. So instead of letting
him finish what he started saying he had his trolls assault him dragging him out of the
building as you can {hear] him still saying the words to the flug. And you can [hear]
Joe saying “do it do it.” Theater is full of family and guests and fellow Air Force
members. This could have been handled in a much better way instead of tainting my
Sfriends retirement. This is how we treat our fellow Air Force veterans. Yes I'm pissed

It's not clear what happened here, and we're reaching out to the Travis publicity staff to inquire (while
reasonably expecting little useful in response), but in the meantime we'll simply agree that if this was
about some personal dispute between people, dishonoring the sanctity of an airman’s retirement
ceremony was a poor response. If that’s really the story, the judgment of the commander and his
evidently obedient enforcers is up for review.

This looks like little more than schoolyard thuggery at the expense of an Air Force family that paid its
dues and deserved a dignified moment. Whatever the backstory, which is undoubtedly interesting,
there’s no justitication for this moment being tarnished.

Can’t help but note the connection here with the gbedience culture we’ve been documenting recently on
these pages. These NCOs, including an E-g, appear to have engaged in unlawful acts under the guise of
following orders.

More when we know it.

Update (21:20 EST): the following comment was provided by Stephan Sila on Facebook. he claims to
have first-hand knowledge as a participant in the ceremony. His account, assuming it’s true, is explosive
(and entertaining).

: : : : : : £ ré_of_i_
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Stophan Slia Alright boys and giris, pay attenlion, because I'm going to make
this as clear as possible, as | knew this would show up here.

1 was the officiating officer for this ceremony.

Firs\, a little back story. Mr Rodriguez, a retiree and prior honor guard) was
invited to speak (he words to the flag folding ceremony at a previous
retrement in the same squadron the month before, of which lhis honoree
attended. He was so moved by his performance, he invited Mr Rodriguez to do
the same for him, to which ke accepted. When the squadren CC first saw Mr
Rodriguez at the previous ceremony, it was too late o act. He then discovered
Mr Rodriguez was fo attend this one. He banned Mr Rodriguez from attending
and prohibited him from entering the building. He then recanted, as he
discovered he couldn't prevent him from being there as a guest, but then
insisted Mr Rodriguzez wasn't to say the words. This all stems from a personal
issue at a previous squadron between the squadron CC and Mr Redriguez.
The honoree considered this HIS ceremony and wanted Mr Rodriguez to do

could ever look in person. You then went lo Maxwell, the mosl worthless
waste in the Air Farce to do in-residence teadership school. These, you played
flickerball and sludied the answers, given 10 you by previous attendees, to
tests that have little 1o do with leadership and then are forced out into the little
Air Farce world to learn how to climb on the backs of others to get your star.
Then you have lhe audacity and gall to quole accomplished military leaders,
expecling and assuming that if you can regurgitate enough inspirational
quotes, your minions will blindly follow as you implement your own
predisposed and skewed idea of what leadership should be, and ignoring what
those whom you quoled really meant. Gur airman have ZERO advocacy and
ZERO confidence in Air Force managers. We don't have leaderss, we have
accountants. Just like this Squadren CC who put his own wanis, needs, and
desires above that of his troops. He probably is the first in line to get food and
the first one to check in to his hotel. So pathetic.

So, about mysell. | retired after 28 years of honorable service. | had 13.5 years
as enlisted and 14.5 years as an officer. | graduated number 1 from ERAU (on
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this not only for him, but for his wife, son, family and friends, as well. Mr
Rodriguez cleared his performance through other higher commanders and
legat counsel. All approved of his plan o do it. So, al the end of the ceremony,
the flag tolding ensued, and when Mr Rodnguez began reciting the words, he
was wrestled out by multiple individuals, to include the squadron CC (I don't
know if he laid hands on Mr Rodriguez, but he condoned the action by
2lfowing these guys to do il, and not stopping it). Muitiple people left the room
and the rest of the ceremony went on, with justifiable discomfort.

Now, to the person commenting on the positicn of the flag. The fiag WAS in
the correct position for the ceremony. It was moved out of the way to view a
sfideshow about the honoree and it was in the way.

Now cn to my soapbox. Maybe now people will tisten 10 me about the
cancerous leadership that has invaded the Air Force. This commander had
two choices: shut up and calor or don't attend. Hey, Mark Welshl Why do you
think people are leaving in droves? Because the guys in the trenches are
subjected to nonstop stupidity from Commanders who don't deserve the rank,
respect, or support of the people they're in charge of. Yeah, | know today's
commander. You wrote your own OPR, filling it with self-aggrandizing
accomplishments you knew no cne would check. You did SOS by
comrespondence and studied the dirty purples for ACSC. You lied, cheated and
stole any chance you could to make yourself locok better on paper than you

campus) with a 4.0 GPA, summa cum laude and was honored with
cutstanding graduate. I've been A-10 Maint, a C-5 Loadmaster, a KC-10 boom
operator and a KC-10 instructor pilot. I've graduated nearly every single Air
Force training program as a DG or in the lop 3%. So go ahead and tell me I'm
the problem. That | don't know what I'm talking about. Alter 28 years, | walked
out the door with no ceremony, no fanfare, nothing. Why? Because that's the
caustic environment our accountants have propagated and nurtured. And |
was glad to accommodate.

I'm embarrassed. One of my best friends is embarrassed and as far as I'm
concemed, Mark Welsh, this squadron commander and the entre Air Force
can go F themselves. The only time i've ever had the honor of being asked to
do this for my friend, and this, THIS RIDICULOUS STUPIDITY, will tarish my
friends great memories.

Feel free to ask questions. JQP, that encugh insight for you? | apprediale the
stories you bring to the front. But the conly problem is, the people who should
be reading it, aren't. And if they do, it only serves to tighten the noose of those
doing the grunt work. The accountanis understand one thing and one thing
only; what will prevenl me lrom getting promoted.

Now you can go back to the Free Exercise of religicn CBT, sleeping through
Chem Defense, leamn how to rape and get away with it, and submitting your
DTS voucher for the 10th time.
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Scott Snoopy - i days ago

this proves how far down the rabbit hole society has come...never would this have happened when |
was on active duty and had seen real bad blood between Sr Enlisted and BN COs...for the retiree they
always buried the hatchet. These Tech Sgts and CMsgt need to be called to the Wing COs office and
be served an Article 15 for conduct unbecoming...we are professionals not damn children.. AATW

20 + Reply « Share

DS Sosusnoopy o 23 doys ago

Society??? This proves what sell outs leadership figures are to promaotion. Society has never
had respect for the military.

! o Raply o Sharao

Scott Snoopy 135« 23 days ago

the military is its own society..when | was at Bragg we took pride in our starched jungle
fatigues, spit shined boots, shaped/shaved berets..We wore Class As for promotions,
pay day activities, etc. Now we see unpressed ACU/ABUSs, those nasty rough out boots,
and "hair”..we had high and tights.

Never said the public respected the troops/Vets...but the actions of these Sr NCOs is
obscene and to act that way to a retired Sr NCO. Article 15s all around for conduct
unbecoming or worse in my days. Just shows the military is going to need rebuilt from
the private on up

5 "« Reply « Shote

v DS - Scott Snoopy ¢ 43 days ago

Totally agree... | did my 22 and this is despicable behavior that always seems to
be identified in the Air Force. This service lacks tradition, camaraderie, and self
pride! It is all due to leadership failures in my opinion.

-

! « Reply « Share

Jimmy Nicks 05 » 23 gGays a0
AF leadership at its best... Never miss a chance to embarrass the service. What
a clown shown
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This information has taken me several days to compile because | have been working 12 hour shifts with very little
food and sleep. | apologize for any delay however | wanted to be sure | was able to reflect the events truthfully and
accurately.

Charles L. Roberson, MSgt {Ret), USAFR
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was anything said after your retirement about the ceremony. Were you approached by anyone and what was said.
Your assistance is greatly appreciated.

JIINR/]

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), Det, USAF
Chief, SF Investigations & Intel
Chief, intel Fusion Cell

Sor:(0) (6) @cp: (b) (6)
=osn:(b) (6)

NIPR: (©) (6). ) (NC)@us.af.mil <mailto;®) ©): ©) (O @ys,af.mil> <mailto:®) ©). (©) (N(C) @us.af.mil
<mailto:(®) (6), (b) (N)(C)@us.af.mil>>

SIPR: (0) (6). (b) (7)(C)civ@mail.smil.mil <mailto:(D) (6). (b) (7)(C).civ@mail.smil.mil>

<mailto:(P) (6). (b) (7)(C) civ@mail.smil.mil <mailto:®) (©). (0) (1)(C) ciy@mail.smil.mil> >

60 SFS/S2

580 Airlift Dr

Bldg 380A Rm 107
Travis AFB, CA 94535

"It does not take many words to speak the truth." - Chief Joseph

Warning: CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic transmission may contain confidential information intended only
for the person(s) named above. It may contain information that is confidential and protected from disclosure by the
attorney-client privilege and/or work product doctrine or exempt from disclosure under other applicable laws, including
the FOIA, Privacy Act, or Military Rules of Evidence. Any use, distribution, copying or other disclosure by any other
person is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender at the number or e-
mail above.
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sequence until the conclusion of Taps. Civilians place their right hand over their heart during
military honors.

14.2.7.1. Personal Colors. For funerals honoring general officers, their personal colors
are present. During the ceremony, the honor guard will furl and case the personal colors.
This is the only instance when personal colors are furled and cased.

14.3. Individual Retirements.

14.3.1. General. Recognition upon retirement is a long-standing tradition of military service.
Commanders ensure members leave with a tangible expression of appreciation for their
contributions to the Air Force and its mission, and with the assurance they will continue to be
a part of the Air Force family in retirement. Since retirement ceremonies are ceremonial in
nature, SES/GS individuals may act as the presiding official. Enlisted members may not
officiate a retirement ceremony. Consult AFI 36-3203, Service Retirements, for retirement
planning details.

14.3.2. Sequence of Events. The following is the approved sequence of events for indoor
retirement ceremonies. The order of the remarks by the speakers may be adjusted as desired
by the host of the ceremony. Bolded items are general officer specific; italicized items are
optional. Outdoor retirement ceremonies are occasionally conducted in conjunction with
parades. See Air Force Manual 36-2203, Drill and Ceremonies, for further guidance on
outdoor retirements. If more than one individual is retiring in the same ceremony, retirement
order is by rank, highest to lowest. However, if awards are being presented, retirements are
conducted in order of awards being presented IAW this instruction, paragraph 14.9.3, rule for
ease of ceremony movement. (For example, a Master Sergeant receiving a higher award than
a Major is retired first.)

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

OPENING NARRATION

ARRIVAL FANFARE

MUSICAL HONORS

COLORS

NATIONAL ANTHEM

INVOCATION

REMARKS BY PRESIDING OFFICIAL

MEDAL PRESENTATION

READING OF RETIREMENT ORDER
RETIREMENT CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION
UNITED STATES FLAG PRESENTATION

AIR FORCE RETIRED LAPEL BUTTON
LETTERS PRESENTATION

SPOUSE CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION PRESENTATION
FLOWER PRESENTATION

REMARKS BY HONOREE

CLOSING NARRATION

AIR FORCE SONG

DEPARTURE
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SEQUENCE OF EVENTS FOR RETIREMENT AND CHANGE OF
COMMAND:

OPENING NARRATION

ARRIVAL FANFARE

MUSICAL HONORS

COLORS

NATIONAL ANTHEM

INVOCATION

REMARKS BY PRESIDING OFFICIAL
REMARKS BY OUTGOING COMMANDER
FORMATION RENDERS LAST SALUTE
CHANGE OF COMMAND

I REMARKS BY INCOMING COMMANDER
FORMATION RENDERS FIRST SALUTE
MEDAL PRESENTATION

READING OF RETIREMENT ORDER
RETIREMENT CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION
UNITED STATES FLAG PRESENTATION
AIR FORCE RETIRED LAPEL BUTTON
LETTERS PRESENTATION

SPOUSE CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION PRESENTATION
FLOWER PRESENTATION

REMARKS BY HONOREE

CLOSING NARRATION

AIR FORCE SONG

DEPARTURE

14.3.3. Flag Furling and Casing. The furling and casing of personal colors is not authorized
at retirement ceremonies. The personal colors of general officers remain active after
retirement and displayed at the appropriate times (See AFI 34-1201, Chapter 2). Furling and
casing of a general officer's or SES member‘s personal flag is not appropriate during a
retirement ceremony as it is symbolic of the death of the individual. For general officers,
furling and casing of the personal colors is performed at the conclusion of the funeral.

1434.. A retirement ceremony isa mllltary ceremony, other types of tnbutes such as wdeos,
dramatic flag folding or passing (other than the AF-approved standard, defined in. AFI 34-
1201, Attachment 4), gift presentations from various groups or individuals should. be
conducted during informal activities surrounding a retirement ceremony (i.e. reception,
-dinner, or luncheon) instead of the official ceremony.:

14.4. Promotion Ceremony.

14.4.1. General. Promotions are significant events in the lives of military people.
Commanders and supervisors are responsible for ensuring their people receive proper
recognition. Since promotion ceremonies are ceremonial in nature, SES/GS individuals may
act as the presiding official, to include administering the oath of office, except for initial
commissioning ceremonies. Enlisted members may not officiate a promotion ceremony.
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2.13.3. The flag shall be flown at half-staff outside the United States on DoD buildings,
grounds, and naval vessels even if another nation’s flag is flown full-staff next to the flag of
the United States.

2.13.4. All flags displayed with the flag of the United States should be flown at half-staff
when the flag of the United States is flown at half-staff with the exception of foreign national
flags.

2.13.5. The Heads of the DoD Components may direct that the flag be flown at half-staff on
buildings, grounds, or naval vessels under their jurisdiction on occasions other than those
specified in paragraph 2.13.1 and Attachment 3, when they consider it proper and
appropriate. Within the Air Force, this authority is delegated to the installation commander.
Any time an installation commander decides to fly the flag at half-staff based on this local
authority for a local death, the base marquee(s) should state the reason to avoid confusion.

2.14, Hoisting and Lowering the United States Flag. During the ceremony of hoisting or
lowering the flag, all persons present, except those in formation, should face the flag and stand at
attention. Those present in uniform should stand at attention and render the military salute.
When not in uniform, stand at attention with the right hand over the heart. If headgear is worn,
remove it with the right hand and hold at the left shoulder, with the hand being over the heart.
Non-U.S. citizens should stand at attention. When the flag is lowered from the staff, no portion
of it is allowed to touch the ground in either lowering or folding. The flag is detached from the
halyard and folded as prescribed in Attachment 3.

2.15. Flag Folding Ceremony. This paragraph discusses folding the flag of the United States at
ceremonies other than military funerals. According to Title 4 United States Code, there is no
specific meaning assigned to the folds of the flag. Although there are flag folding ceremony
options offered by various national interest groups, these are not official Air Force ceremonies.
The Air Force developed a script that provides a historical perspective on the flag. There are no
ceremonies in the Air Force requiring a script to be read when the flag is folded. However, when
a flag folding ceremony is desired and conducted by Air Force personnel at any location, on or
off an installation, this script is the only one that may be used. This includes printing in
programs and/or any handouts. See Attachment 4 for this script and a diagram depicting the
proper method for folding the flag of the United States.

2.16. Ceremonial Reviews. Render proper courtesies to the flag during parades or passes in
review:

2.16.1. When in a moving column, the salute should be rendered six paces before passing the
flag and held until six paces past the flag.

2.16.2. When attending ceremonial reviews, personnel in uniform should render a salute as
the flag passes their position. Personnel not in uniform should stand at attention and place
their right hand over their heart.

2.17. National Anthem. Title 36 United States Code, Section 301 provides guidance on
conduct during the playing of the national anthem. The national anthem, first verse, is the only
song authorized for playing at Air Force ceremonies when colors are presented. “God Bless
America” or other patriotic songs will not be substituted for the nation anthem.
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'(b) (6)

CIV USAF AMC 60 SFS/S2
From: (b) (6) <(b) (6) i >
Sent: o Tuesdav Mav 10. 2016 4:49 PM
To: IV USAF AMC 60 SFS/S2
Subject: Re: Roberson Retirement
I did not talk to anyone about the CD, (0) (6) was in charge of getting everything set up, so he was the one asking
around for the other CD, | was not paying attention to him so | do not know to what extent he went to find the other CD,
but it was () (6) who told us there was not going to be a speech during the music.

(b) (6) g (b) (6)

On Tue, May 10, 2016 at 3:54 PM, CIV USAF AMC 60 SFS/S2 «
<mailto:®) & » wrote:

During our first practice in the auditorium we found that the music did not have the speech on it. It seemed like
it was the wrong CD and | think someone looked for another CD but one was not found. At that time we were told that
there would be no speech during the music so | would have to listen to the music for the ques on when to unfold and
fold the flag.

Who did you speak to about the cd?

NG

®)(©) Det, USAF
Chief, SF Investigations & Intel
Chief, Intel Fusion Cell

&op: (b) (6) <tel:(P) (6) > &cp:(P) (6) <tel:(b) (6) >
@osn: (0) 6)
sipr: ) © @mail.smil.mil <mailt¢® © @mail.smil.mil>

"It does not take many words to speak the truth." - Chief Joseph

--—--0Original Message-----

From:(0) (6) [mailto: (b) (6) <mailto:(b) (6) >]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2016 3:50 PM 6 ©)
To® © “IV USAF AMC 60 SFS/S2 < dus.af.mil <mailto @us.af.mil> >

Subject: Roberson Retirement
mynameis(b) (6) ~ ___, date of birthis (b) (6)

During the retirement ceremony on 5-Mar-2016 for (b) (6). (b) (7)(0), Mr. Rodriguez gave a speech during the flag
folding ceremony about the history of the flag. | had heard that the speech was not done by the Air Force any more but
the retiree requested it so it was set up. On 3-Apr-2016 before lunch about 10 airmen including myself, who volunteered
to help our squadron by learning how do the honor guard duties during retirements, were sent to the honor guard
building by (b) (6) . | was selected to be the flag folder because the month before | presented the flag for
(b) (6) retirement. After lunch we returned to our squadron to practice in the auditorium 1 or 2 times before
the ceremony started. When we first got there and were setting up (0) (6) let us know that the CD that
has the music for the flag folding ceremony has a voice over speech during it. During our first practice in the auditorium
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we found that the music did not have the speech on it. It seemed like it was the wrong CD and | think someone looked
for another CD but one was not found. At that time we were told that there would be no speech during the music so |
would have to listen to the music for the ques on when to unfold and fold the flag. We practiced one more time than
returned back stage where | waited with the other airmen during the retirement ceremony until the end when we
needed to present the flag. While unfolding the flag | heard Mr. Rodriguez start his speech, shortly after he started |
heard what sounded a couple airmen trying to remove Mr. Rodriguez from the auditorium, and Mr. Rodriguez refusing
to leave. I did not see anything that happened because | was facing the other way performing the flag folding ceremony
and did not want to brake bearing. | completed the flag folding and returned back stage until the end of the ceremony. |
did not see Mr. Rodriguez at all after the ceremony.

If you have any further questions you can email me here or call me at the same number you called earlier today.
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